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 Background to the NERC Vocabulary 
Server(NVS)

 Summary of the existing NVS client

 Design process for new NVS client

 Summary of key features of new NVS client

Introduction



 ~10 years old in its current form 

 Over 200,000 concepts 

 ~170 lists/thesauri

 Over 100,000 relationships

NERC Vocabulary server



SOAP web services as well as pseudo RESTful 
HTTP-POX

Methods include :-

 SearchVocab
 GetList
 GetMap
 GetRelatedByTerm

NERC Vocabulary Server API



Existing NVS client

 Has basic search interface





Existing NVS client

 Has basic search interface
 Very simple results





Existing NVS client

 Has basic search interface
 Very simple results
 No concept browsing capabilities





End User Complaints

 Search too difficult to find needed concept

 No mechanism for cross-walk

 These issues were stopping new user from 
hosting their thesauri in the NVS



 Need for end user consultation

 Initially focused on other NERC organisation

 Iterative approach of beta release followed by 
another round of feedback

 Back-end to use python WSGI with Jquery 
front-end

Design of new client



 Very simple search

Features of new client





 Very simple search

 Rich results page

Features of new client





 Very simple search

 Rich results page

 Term browser

Features of new client







 Very simple search

 Rich results page

 Term browser

These have been achieved by using the existing 
API with some background caching to speed it 
up

Features of new client



 Pre & Post search filtering

 Concept relationship visualisation

 API V2 being designed for release Q4 2011

 SPARQL back-end to speed up queries

 Release code as an example client

Future enhancements



Thanks..
Any Questions?
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